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LIFE EUROKITE (LIFE18 NAT/AT/000048)

PROJECT LOCATION:   
• 26 Countries

BUDGET INFO:
• Total amount:  € 9,537,423
• % EC Co-funding: € 5,722,454 (60%)

DURATION:
• (01/08/19) 07/12/19  - 31/01/27

PROJECT’S IMPLEMENTORS:
• Coordinating Beneficiary: Mitteleuropäische Gesellschaft zur Erhaltung der 

Greifvögel (MEGEG) (Central European Society for Raptor Protection)
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• 18 Associated 
Beneficiaries

• 14 Co-financiers
• Many Cooperation 

partners in whole 
Europe
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OBJECTIVES & SCOPE

• Core idea 

• telemetry technology to 

• identify and quantify the key reasons of mortality of bird of prey species in the 
EU, 

• and to implement actions to combat the main man-made causes of death

• Main target species: Red Kite (Milvus milvus)

• Other targets:

• Imperial Eagle (Aquila heliaca), White-tailed Sea-eagle (Haliaeetus albicilla) 
and Black Kite (Milvus migrans)
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EXPECTED IMPACTS 

• total reduction of anthropogenic mortality by 5% due 
to reduction of poisoning cases

• In total until 2027 (project end): increase of the 
population of Red Kite by +4,6%

• In total until 2032 (5 years after project end): 
increase of the population by +9,5%

• In southern ES in the long term: securing 4-7 good 
breeding sites with 20-30 pairs
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MORTALITY REASON ILLEGAL 
KILLING
• According to existing data illegal killing by poisoning (and poaching) 

seems the most relevant mortality reason

• In case a bird crime is suspected initiate and support prosecution in 
collaboration with authorities 

• Complementary actions to increase social pressure on offenders and to 
raise awareness

• Search of approx. 500 dead tagged red kites and start the legal prosecution if 
necessary

• 10 exemplary lawsuits
• 20 social media campaigns
• 20 local media campaigns
• actions against illegal trade of poisons
• Awareness raising in more than 100 forums with hunters 
• 6 general campaigns, awareness raising stakeholders and decision makers / 

politicians / authorities.

6

LIFE EUROKITE - (LIFE18 NAT/AT/000048) - WS – “Overview of wildlife poisoning in whole Europe” 



7



© R. Katzinger



Mortality reasons – results so far

• Poisoning seems to be one of the most important mortality reason for red kites

(LIFE PannonEagle)

• So far 445 red kites where tagged for the LIFE EUROKITE project

• Data access to 1.348 red kites 

• 556 dead red kite were examined 

Status: 10.11.2021
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From 556 birds we do know the mortality reason of 426 birds 
(106 outstanding & 24 unknown)

• Intoxication: 83 (+ 2) → 19,95 %

• Shooting: 28 → 6,57 %

• Trapping: 1 → 0,23 %

• Other reasons: 312 → 73,24 %

• Legal actions: 5 (4 in France & 1 Czech Republic)

Status: 10.11.2021
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Mortality reasons – results so far

Intoxication: 83 (+2)

• Waste disposal site: 2

• Anticoagulants / Coumarin derivatives: 2

• Carbofuran: 17

• Other substances: 12

• Substance unknown: 52
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ACTION C.2
Detection of mortality reasons
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International Cooperation

• Better control of the prosecution

• Why does illegal poisoning is not persecuted in 
most of the cases?

• Insufficient proofs?

• Insufficient taxological investigation

• Insufficient cooperation with the police or responsible 
departments?
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www.life-eurokite.eu

More information

Großtrappe Otis tarda - Rotmilan Milvus milvus

und Co

life_eurokite

EUROKITE @life_eurokite

LIFE EUROKITE

LIFE EUROKITE - (LIFE18 NAT/AT/000048) - WS – “Overview of wildlife poisoning in whole Europe” 

https://www.facebook.com/grosstrappeaustria
https://www.instagram.com/life_eurokite/?hl=de
https://twitter.com/life_eurokite
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCtQhOAKWKwLgnp-lCahjCDw


Thank you for your 
attention
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