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TASK

❖ Since returning in 1996 and reproduction start in 2000 - population grown

steadily

❖ Since 2016 DBBW was invented (online since 2019)

❖ Give advice to the national and federal conservation authorities

concerning wild wolves

❖ Evaluation of particular hints of wolf presence

❖ Guidance on actions to be taken when wolves show untypical

behaviour

❖ Collection of Monitoring Data from all federal states

❖ Presentation of data to the public
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TASK

❖ Since returning in 1996 and reproduction start in 2000 - population grown

steadily

❖ Since 2016 DBBW was invented (online since 2019)

❖ Partners

❖ Finance and supervise the research and development scheme:

“Documentation of wolf occurrences and wolf management in Germany and counselling of

federal and state authorities”

❖ Advice to the federal government and federal state authorities on the wolf



TASK

❖ Since returning in 1996 and reproduction start in 2000 - population grown

steadily

❖ Since 2016 DBBW was invented (online since 2019)

❖ Partners

❖Management and coordination of the partners

❖ Research into the feeding habits of wolves based on faecal analyses and the

examination of prey remains

❖ Age determination of wolves based on skull features.

❖ Genetic studies on wolves and lynx in Germany



TASK

❖ Since returning in 1996 and reproduction start in 2000 - population grown

steadily

❖ Since 2016 DBBW was invented (online since 2019)

❖ Partners

❖ Coordinates wolf monitoring and research in Saxony

❖ Provides expert advice for other federal states

❖Works in monitoring / supports management

❖ Various projects on behalf of the federal government

❖ Compilation of the results



TASK

❖ Since returning in 1996 and reproduction start in 2000 - population grown

steadily

❖ Since 2016 DBBW was invented (online since 2019)

❖ Partners

❖ Post mortem research in all wolves found dead in Germany

❖ Examines cause of death and possible previous diseases

❖ Age determination of wolves based on computed tomography data



RESULTS DBBW

❖ Population growing

❖ 130 packs / 38 pairs / 9 single territories in 2019/2020

[https://www.dbb-wolf.de/Wolfsvorkommen/territorien/karte-der-territorien]
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INVESTIGATION IZW

❖ Population growing

❖ 130 packs / 38 pairs / 9 single territories in 2019/2020

[https://www.dbb-wolf.de/Wolfsvorkommen/territorien/karte-der-territorien]

❖ Amount of dead wolves is rising

❖ IZW: Post mortem investigations since 1999→ 627 necropsies

❖ Cause of death

❖ Underlying infectious diseases

❖ Collect evidences for forensic investigation

❖ Evidences for former accidents



INVESTIGATION IZW

❖ Competed tomography

❖ ID check

❖ Necropsy

❖ Further lab work

n = 627 (last 10 years: 596)



RESULTS IZW

❖ Causes of death

n = 627



RESULTS IZW

❖ 66 poached

❖ 1 chased to death with car

❖ 65 shot
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RESULTS IZW

❖ 66 poached

❖ 1 chased to death with car

❖ 65 shot

❖ 23 suffered from shots

❖ 3 suffered from torture (traps)

Is it just the tip of the iceberg?



RESULTS IZW

❖ So far no cases of poisoning in wolves detected

❖ Cases known in lynx

❖ Police investigations often difficult

❖ Gap between shooting and dying

❖ Concealment by the poacher



SUMMARY

❖ DBBW invented in 2016:

❖ Evaluation of wolf presence / data collection: territories, genetic, age, cause of

death

❖ Advises conservation authorities

❖ Guidance on actions

❖ Presentation of data to the public

❖ 11% of the wolves poached

❖ 4% of the wolves tortured
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